THE  BOOK   OF
creature, and when he met her alone, he repeated how she
had hindered him so that he could get no alms for the
young man, who was a well-disposed man, as he thought,
28a   and much commended his behaviour.
The creature said: —'Sir, God knoweth what his be-
haviour is, for, as far as I know, I have never seen him
and yet I have understanding what his behaviour should
be; and therefore, Sir, if ye will act by my counsel, and
after what I feel, let him choose and help himself as well
as he can, and meddle ye not with him, for he will deceive
you at the last/
The young man resorted always to the priest, flattering
him and saying that he had good friends in other places,
who would help him if they knew where he was, and that
in a short time; and also they would thank those persons
who had supported him in his distress. The priest, trust-
ing it would be as this young man told him, lent him
silver, with good will, to help him* The young man prayed
the priest to hold him excused if he saw him not for two
days or three, for he would go a little way, and come again
in a short time and bring him back his silver right well
and truly. The priest, having confidence in his promise,
was well content, granting him good love and leave unto
the day on which he had promised to come again.
When he was gone, the aforesaid creature, understand-
ing by feeling in her soul that Our Lord would show that
he was an untrue man, and would come back no more^
she, to prove whether her feeling was true or false, asked
the priest where the young, man was, that he had praised
so much.
The priest said he had walked a little way and he trusted
that he would come again. She said she supposed he
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